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MEDIA RELEASE
January 29, 1988
CHANGES IN SOCIETY HAVE MADE AMERICANS 
FIGHT FOR TRADITIONAL VALUES, SPEAKER SAYS
MISSOULA —
American values are in a "combat zone" because people are 
nervous about whether their values will remain firm in a rapidly 
changing society, divinity and history Professor Martin E. Marty 
said Thursday evening at the University of Montana.
"Our battles go on in school board meetings, library board 
meetings, churches, clinics, ballot boxes and the mass media," 
Marty said. "People are very nervous about whether their values 
will hold."
The third speaker in the President's Lecture Series, Marty 
presented his observations on values to an audience of about 475 
people. Marty, a professor at the University of Chicago with 29 
honorary doctorates, is also president of the American Academy of 
Religion and is studying world fundamentalism with a $3 million 
grant from the MacArthur Foundation.
Although the 1980s "should've been a time of good feelings," 
Marty said, this decade has pitted individual values against 
those of factions fighting for oneness. He said the combat lines 
were drawn because of the changing role of women; television and 
its portrayal of violence, sexual mores and other values; and
-more-
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technical and medical advances that raise new ethical questions.
As "heirs of the same oneness . . . born of biblical 
teaching," conservative Christians raised values questions in the 
1980s -- the way liberals did two decades before, Marty said.
Conservative Christians, he said, felt deprived of the 
biblical tradition and revolted by establishing new schools, 
their own media, and sought more power. Despite its push for 
sameness, the Christian right is merely a "sub-community" in 
today's American society, he said.  ̂ _ _^
The values battle reached a climax in 1987 when Americans 
were celebrating the 200th year of their Constitution, Marty 
said. He explained that the constitutional provision for the 
separation of powers was at issue during the Iran-Contra 
Hearings and the nomination hearings for Judge Robert Bork to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.
In the end differing sides found a convergence of opinions 
reached by "voluntary persuasion" that, he said, the 
Constitution's framers trusted would keep Americans free and 
their values intact.
"There is room to live out our values," Marty said, 
suggesting that society —  aided by television —  can maintain 
traditional values even with rapid change. American society is 
diverse in its racial, religious, political and economic fabric, 
he said, yet it can still hold on to its common threads of land, 
suffering, history, challenge, Constitution and kinship.
"The more public life we have," Marty said, "the more we can 
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